BCRC- Egypt presentation
Online workshop July 14, 2021

Participants in Q1:

8 Arab countries in west Asia participated: Kuwait- Palestine- Qatar- Yemen- UAE-
Syria- Iraq and Bahrain.

No responses from: Lebanon- Jordan- Oman and KSA.
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Number of questions — Q1: 32.
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The main topics raised in Q1:

- Present national legislations and policies regarding the sound management
of chemicals and hazardous wastes.

- Included topics in the national legislation of the country:

. Definition and classification of chemicals and hazardous waste.

. Procedures for the proper management of chemicals and hazardous waste
in stages (collection, transport, storage, safe disposal).

. Licenses related to handling chemicals and hazardous waste.

. Preventing and criminalizing illegal trafficking in chemicals and hazardous
wastes.

. Transboundary movement of hazardous wastes.



. Penalties for violations of the sound management of chemicals and
hazardous wastes.

. Commitment to the requirements of multilateral environmental agreements
in the field of chemicals and hazardous waste.

- Existing Facilities in the country related to:
. E-waste recycling facilities
. Recycle batteries
. Recycling tires
. Energy generation from waste
. Secured landfills prepared for hazardous waste
. Hazardous waste incineration in cement kilns
. Central incinerators for hazardous waste treatment
. Shredding and sterilizing equipment for medical waste treatment
. chemical, physical, and biological processing facilities.

- National legislations, policies or strategies aimed at transferring technology
to implement the standards for the sound management of chemicals and
hazardous wastes:

. Preventing and reducing the usage of highly hazardous chemicals and
replacing them with environmentally friendly ones.

. Reuse, recycling and recovery.

. Reducing the generation of hazardous waste

. Cleaner Production

. Sustainable consumption and production

. Eco-labeling

. Implementation of the GHS

. Best Available Technologies (BATSs) and Best Environmental Practices
(BEPs)

- Issuing licenses which target the sound management of chemicals and
hazardous wastes in transportation- storage- handling — safe disposal issues.

- Current challenges facing the country in implementing the sound
management of chemicals and hazardous waste in light of the COVID-19
pandemic outbreak.



Difficulties and challenges facing the country in implementing the sound
management of chemicals and hazardous waste, especially regarding
legislative, institutional, technical and financial aspects.

Carried out activities to apply synergies, complementarities, and
coordination between the environmental agreements in the field of sound
management of hazardous materials and wastes and the strategic approach to
international chemicals management.

Procedures and activities undertaken by the state to implement the goals and
obligations of the environmental agreements concerned with chemicals and
hazardous wastes, especially regarding national reports preparation.

Obstacles and challenges facing the implementation of the objectives and
obligations of the environmental agreements in the field of chemicals and
hazardous waste and achieving synergies between these agreements at the
national level.
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Questions asked for countries in Q1:



- The most important issues related to the sound management of chemicals

and hazardous wastes:
. Lack of adequate environmental legislation, regulations and policies.
. Weakness of existing environmental legislation, regulations and policies.
. Weakness of the regulatory institutional framework.
. Lack of financial support.
. Lack of technical support and modern technologies.
. Unavailability of qualified human cadres.

. Little and no awareness of the importance of sound chemicals and waste
management and poor knowledge of the competent authority of the
importance of the topic.

- Presence of certified national laboratories for identifying hazardous waste
from non-hazardous waste.

- Issue of national lists of chemicals and hazardous wastes.

- Presence of national programs to:
. Assess the hazards of chemicals and hazardous waste throughout their entire
life cycle (production, transportation, storage, use, final disposal).

. Reduce the risks of chemicals and hazardous wastes during their entire life
cycle (production, transport, storage, use, final disposal).

. Exchange information at the national, regional and international levels.

. Build the capacity of workers in the field of handling chemicals and
hazardous wastes, and raise citizens' awareness about their dangers

. achieve safety and security of chemicals and control the circulation of dual-
use chemicals.

- National legislation allowance of the import of wastes for the purpose of
recycling, recovery, treatment, and final disposal.

- National legislations / guidelines issued on accident prevention and
emergency response plans in the event of accidents resulting from chemicals
and hazardous waste.



National legislations / guidelines issued on combating illegal trade in
chemicals and hazardous waste.

National standards for determining the hazard characteristics of hazardous
wastes.

National implementation plan for persistent organic pollutants prepared and
updated.

National committee (a national entity) to undertake the tasks of overseeing
the implementation of the multilateral environmental agreements in the field
of chemicals and hazardous waste and the strategic approach to international
chemicals management.

Measures taken by the state to integrate the environmental agreements
concerned with chemicals and hazardous waste into national regulations /
legislation and policies that are prepared in the field of sound management
of chemicals and hazardous wastes.

Financial mechanisms in place to support the implementation of the
objectives of the environmental agreements concerned with chemicals and
hazardous wastes.

Obstacles related to the availability of financial and technical support
required to achieve the objectives and enforcement of the environmental
agreements concerned with chemicals and hazardous wastes at the national
level.



- National reports on the environmental agreements concerned with chemicals
and hazardous wastes prepared in a complete way to be submitted on the
specified dates.
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Common challenges and points of view in Q1:

Primary needed and common issues

- Lack of sustainable financing mechanism;

- Lack of technical support and modern technologies;

- Unavailability of qualified human resources;

- Little to lack of awareness of the importance of sound chemicals and waste
management.

Secondary needed and common issues:

- Lack of adequate environmental legislations, regulations and policies;

- Weakness of existing environmental legislations, regulations and policies;
- Weakness of the regulatory institutional framework;

- Poor knowledge of the competent authority of the importance of the topic.
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Common challenges at the legislative aspect:

- Absence or weakness of knowledge on the priorities in legislating
instructions and directives that serve sound management of chemicals and
hazardous wastes.



- Issuing national strategy for chemicals management and completing the
issuance of national legislation and instructions in other issues, including
electronic waste and instructions for lead in paints.

- Absence of a system for the management of hazardous chemicals in some
countries.

- Non-approval of the hazardous waste management system in some
countries.

- Lack of legislations to implement the proper management of chemicals and
hazardous wastes.
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Common challenges at the institutional aspect:

- Lack of trained and sufficient competencies for supervision role.

- Weak information systems and programs to disaggregate data.

- Lack of cadres and expertise.

- Lack of institutional development for implementing national programs in
chemicals and waste management.

- Lack of a national information system for the exchange and transfer of
information related to hazardous wastes and chemicals.

- Lack of strategic plans and programs related to chemicals and hazardous
waste.

- Weakness of the institutional framework in implementing the proper
management of chemicals and hazardous wastes.
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Common challenges at the technical aspect:

- Unavailability of equipment and laboratories.

- Lack of engagement of workers in international and regional workshops
related to technical aspects of proper management of chemicals and
hazardous waste.

- Lack of necessary devices and equipment to detect the leakage of hazardous
materials.

- Insufficient qualified staff to deal with waste and hazardous chemicals.

- Lack of an accurate and duly approved waste and chemical materials
database.

- Lack of technology in implementing the proper management of chemicals
and hazardous wastes.
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Common challenges at the financial aspect:

- Lack of financial capabilities to develop the technical cadres working in this
field, and to establish an integrated electronic system to monitor and follow
up the movement of transportation, storage and use.

- Austerity conditions due to several wars in the region.

- Reduced financial resources due to Covid-19 pandemic.

- Lack of sustainable financing mechanisms such as providing financial
support from the general budget to implement national programs in the field
of chemicals and waste management, risk assessment and implementation of
awareness programs.



- Lack of financial support necessary to implement the obligations contained
In the environmental agreements.
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COVID 19 Effects:

- Deteriorated economic situation of public institutions.

- Difficulty in movement to inspect chemicals’ sites.

- Reduced financial and technical resources.

- Poor communication and information exchange.

- Inability to implement rehabilitation and capacity building programs.

- Disruption in government institutions and private sector, which leads to poor
coordination between stakeholders.

- Lack of human resources due to reduction of the number of workers and
employees.

- Electronic and online work in terms of chemical licenses.

- Lack of programs, training and knowledge in applying the proper
management of chemicals and hazardous waste in light of the outbreak of
Covid-19.

- Absence of dedicated sites or dumps in the application of the proper
management of chemicals and hazardous waste in light of the outbreak of
Covid-19 pandemic.
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National Reports status:

- Many countries were not able to meet the reporting deadlines with quality
reports due to:
. Collection of data
. Sources of information
. Development of reports
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Participants in Q2:

8 Arab countries of West Asia participated: Syria- UAE — Jordan- Yemen- Irag-
Qatar- Kuwait- Palestine.

No responses from: Lebanon- KSA- Oman- Bahrain
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Content of Q2:

- 4 sections of strategies including several proposals to response for the four
aspects: legislative, institutional, technical and financial.

- Additional section related to the establishment of national committees to
undertake the task of supervising MEAs implementation regarding
chemicals and hazardous wastes.

Z@\ﬂ\ GluiuY) 5 gina

rawall S e Jsall Glala ol ds i) ciliai] 5l e a0 Gaall ) glae g )l
Adlal) g A al) (il (dumy il

il yla¥) 3axiall il CLEEY) Gadai 481 e Lgiaga dyiha g Glad Ly (Blay ilal ) sae
o slassll 55 ksl il (3laty Lo

Common strategies between the countries
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To respond to the legislative needs: almost common between all countries

- Defining, describing and classifying chemicals and hazardous wastes.

- Providing procedures for the proper management of chemicals and
hazardous waste in stage: collection, transport, storage and safe disposal.

- Issuing licenses related to handling chemicals and hazardous waste.

- Preventing and criminalizing illegal trafficking in chemicals and hazardous
wastes.

- Regulating sound management of healthcare waste.

- Imposition of sanctions and penalties for violations of the sound
management of chemicals and hazardous wastes.

- Applying specific regulations and procedures for severely hazardous
substances and persistent organic pollutants.

- Certifying national laboratories for identifying chemicals and hazardous
wastes.

- Building national strategies to allow the import of wastes for recycling and
treatment purposes.



Issuing guidelines on accident prevention and emergency response plans.
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To respond to the technical needs: almost common between all countries

Building strong, well equipped and professional teams in all workplaces
related to chemical and hazardous wastes.

Providing modern technologies.

Building capacities of concerned parties in addressing chemical and
hazardous waste through the implementation of Basel Convention.
Providing technical support in the field of achieving the objectives and
enforcement of the environmental agreements concerned with chemicals and
hazardous wastes at the national level.

Raising awareness among citizens about the danger of these wastes.
Controlling labs and experiments centers.

Adopting a unified collection process in all chemical places: hospitals,
factories and plants, schools’ and universities’ labs,

National internal, regional and international communication system for data
transfer and sharing information.

Controlling the circulation of dual-use chemicals.

Recycling plants for treatment, reuse or final disposal.

Reducing the risks of chemicals and hazardous wastes by minimizing these
wastes, safe collection and treatment process.
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To respond to the institutional needs: almost common between all countries

- Improve the skills and knowledge of all the national competent authorities of
the importance of environmental issues and all related topics.

- Tackle a new aspect of ESM chemical wastes and/or feature another
innovative element.

- Replicating identified best practices in relevant sectors.

- Focusing on projects aligned with the needs of the country and aligned with
its on-going national policy processes and initiatives.

- Preparing national reports on the environmental agreements in a complete
way to be submitted on the specified dates.

- National practices having a high potential for scale and replicability,
triggering expanded activities in the immediate future and planning for
sustainable visibility.

- Building a national committee to undertake the tasks of overseeing the
implementation of the multilateral environmental agreements in the field of
chemicals and hazardous wastes.

- Assessment of all risks about the chemical and hazardous wastes throughout
their entire life cycle: production, transportation, storage, use and final

disposal.
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To respond to the financial needs:

Establishing national financial mechanism in place to support the
implementation of the objectives of the environmental agreements
concerned with chemicals and hazardous waste.

- Attracting private sector to invest in wastes.

- Searching and finding new local, regional or international partners.
- Obtaining additional funding from the international environmental
programs.
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National committees:

Responses about the establishment of national committees for MEAS
implementation related to chemicals and hazardous wastes:

Totally agree Partially agree Doesn’t agree
UAE PALESTINE JORDAN
YEMEN
KUWAIT (the establishment of a (since the ministry of
QATAR such committee needs Environment is the only




IRAQ

internal system to set
missions and
responsibilities. There
are no financial
resources to cover
sessions, meetings and
all relevant expenses for
the committee

and one competent
authority and entity
responsible of the
implementation of MEAs
related to chemicals and
hazardous wastes).
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June 17, 2021 online workshop UNEP — BCRC

PARTICIPANTS:

- UNEP AND BCRC

2021 O™ — sxig 17 Jes 4l

Focal points of Lebanon — Jordan- UAE — Palestine — Iraq
Lebanese Civic Society: World Environmental Party - OSAD
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Recommendations:

Organizing regular biannual or trimestral meetings joining all focal points
with UNEP and BCRC — Egypt to follow-up taken actions, share experience
and knowledge and discuss urgent current cases. The present participants
show no objection about BCRC suggestion, welcomed by UNEP as well.

Establishing a unified regional environmental strategy for all the Arab
countries including an emergency environmental plan upon the request of
the Lebanese party, Dr. Doumit KAMEL. To be noted that a such strategy
will be launched and prepared from Beirut with the collaboration of all Arab
countries.
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